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Scenarios are histories of the future, telling coherent, multi-
dimensional stories about how events unfold.

They include qualitative description, to capture:
Cultural influences, values, behaviors
Shocks, discontinuities
Texture, richness, imagination, insight

They are supported by quantitative analysis, to provide:
Definiteness, explicitness, detalil

Consistency
Technical rigor, scientific accuracy

They are not predictive. They describe futures that cou/d be, rather than
futures that wil// be, because...
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= Exploratory vs Anticipatory Scenarios

O Exploratory scenarios
= Present -= future

= [0 explore uncertainties/driving
forces/developments

= [0 fest iImpacts of implementing specific policies
O Anticipatory scenarios (also ‘normative’ scenarios)
= Present =- future

= [0 Investigate how specific end state can be
reached

= [0 show how to achieve environmental targets
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e Baseline scenarios (also ‘reference’
scenarios)

— Describe a future development/state in which
no new policies or measures are implemented
apart from those already adopted or agreed upon

e Alternative scenarios (also ‘policy’
scenarios)

— Take into account new policies or measures
additional to those already adopted or agreed
upon and/or that assumptions on key driving
forces diverge from those depicted in a baseline
scenario
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e Qualitative scenarios
— Are narrative descriptions of future developments

— (i.e. presented as storylines, diagrams, images, etc.)

e Quantitative scenarios
— Are numerical estimates of future developments
— (i.e. presented as tables, graphs, maps, etc.)

— Usually based on available data, past trends and/or
mathematical models
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Story and Simulation (SAS) lterative
Process

Start here

Adjust Qualitative :
Qualitative & Analysis
Quantitative (Story telling)
Review & Compare Quantitative

Analysis

Qualitative and
Quantitative b (Simulation)
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e Driving Forces Main Categories
— Governance
— Demography
— Economic Development
— Human Development
— Science and Technology
— Culture
— Regional Integration & Cooperation
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MAGICC/SCENGEN

http://www.cgd.ucar.edu/cas/wigley/magicc/

WEAP http://www.weap21.orqg/
LEAP http://forums.seib.org/leap/
I M PACT'W a'[el‘ http://www.ifpri.org/themes/impact.htm

I MAG E http://www.ciesin.org/datasets/rivm/image2.0-home.html

Q U EST http://www.envisiontools.com http://www.basinfutures.net/

IFS htto:imww .du.edu~bhughesiits.ntmi (Available)

IPAT-S http.siipat-s.kb-creative.nets

Polestar nup:mww.seib.oramolestars

Stella, Vensim, GAMS, Matlab, Excel, e,

etc., etc.
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http://www.seib.org/polestar/
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